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filled benefices. On his reconciliation with the Boman
See, elections were to be in his presence, whether he
were in England or on the continent This he relaxed
only on the remonstrance of the Archbishop, to permit
them to take place, during his absence, before commis-
sioners. But still the nomination was virtually in him,
and him alone. He was now seized with an access of
pious liberality, granted a charter of free election to all
chapters and conventual churches: the charter declared
that the royal licence would always be granted; if not
granted, was no bar to the free election; he renounced
all royal influence, and promised the royal approbation
unless the King could allege lawful objection.* That
he might secure still farther the protection of the
church, John took the cross, and declared his intention
to proceed, when relieved from his pressing cares, to
the recovery of the Holy Land. >

Each party endeavoured to obtain the support of
Rome. The barons had aided powerfully the cause of
the Church in the former contest, and now the Church,
at least the Primate, made common cause with the
barons. But Innocent reserved his gratitude for the
vassal who had laid the crown of England at his feet.
" We must maintain the rights of, repel all insurrection
against, a king who is our vassal." b In truth he under-
stood the nature, no more than he foresaw the remote
consequences of the conflict. That the Church should
resist, control, dictate to the temporal sovereign, was in

*  The document is in Rymer.

*  Such were the plain words of a
memorable  letter of Pope Innocent
(published by Prynne from the ori-
ginal in the Tower, p. 28).   He adds:
" Contra dominum suum arma movere

temeritate nefarUt presumpserunt
quodque nefandum est et absurd um cum
ipse rex quasi perversus Deum et Eccle-
siam offendebat, illi assistebant eidem,
cum autem conversus Deo et Ecclesiae sa-
tisfecit, ipsum impuguai-e prscsumunt/'